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FARMERS — GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

27. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. When the Premier met with the farmers in the wheatbelt personally, did he 
advise them at that point in time that some of them should be leaving their farms? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
Certainly not and I resent that! 
Mr M. McGowan: Well you said it today! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Certainly not.  
Mr M. McGowan: So you didn’t have the courage to say it to their faces? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Certainly not.  
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Certainly not, and again I resent the imputation of that comment. I probably met with a 
hundred farmers and I continue to talk to farmers. We will do what we can to get them through what is hopefully 
not such a difficult year as previous years have been. It is also the case in some of the towns—not the extreme 
eastern wheatbelt—when sitting down with 20 or 30 farmers and I asked, “Have people in this room or in the 
district not got their finance?” that the response was, “No, we all have finance”. So, it is an issue for the moment 
on the eastern wheatbelt. Should we have another dry year, another bad year, then there would be a far more 
serious situation next year. But I took the trouble, Leader of the Opposition, to actually drive around for 
two days and talk to farmers to hear directly from them, not from farmer organisations and not to discuss claims 
that the taxpayer and the public would not accept. But we will do what we can to try to assist as many farmers as 
possible to get a crop in and, hopefully with a good season, be able to maintain their farms.  
Mr M.P. Murray: Fix the mess your former minister made! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: While I am on my feet, I think members may have missed a comment that the Deputy 
Premier made: we would welcome a personal explanation by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition of his 
involvement in Peel Health Campus! 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Mr Speaker! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: How can you get called when you’re not on your feet? 

The SPEAKER: Just sit down a minute, please, member for Perth. Member for Cannington, the member for 
Perth was on her feet and I am not going to be cross-called by you. 
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